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Curios  and  Relics 

Furniture 
Footstool 

Building  Plans 

Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


ft?-* 


Lincoln    bought    his  SprinRfield 
home  for  $1,500,  in  1844   from  '  ^ 
the  pastor  who  married  him  and  ■  ^r«,%  ^--^ 
Mary  Todd.  Now  restored  by  the  ^ 

Lincoln  beloncncrc   e..-u  .. 


L  ncnin  K  .  "  .""^"y  authenticated 


111.  Photo  al,lghl„ascopiM 


Tou  Can  Make  It! 


fROnilABE 


By  DAVID  WARREN  ^ 

Abraham  LiSn-fhi.^    ^/^''"^^^    ^  ?  n^ater?al  r^^^^^^^^^^^  durability.  All  the  ^ 

to  cane  whill  nl!^  learning';)  that  thT^i.         ."""Smal  stool  disclosed 

^ootsto:i;^tcf2^^/,-t;>f  *^'f  e^J^  tot^Si^  i^^--^ 

mitted  to  measum_;„  l^''^^.^"  per- oval  ton  waq      r   *    "^^^  ^  '  and  the 
,fieldhome.   ?'"'^^^,^'"«^^n's  Spring- 1;    StaH V  cuS^Vr™?'^''  ' 

V  ^^^^^^^^^^"^    ^  ^^^^^^ 
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3 To  get  equal  leg  splay,  tilt  drill  press  table 
13  degrees.  Tape  paper  to  table,  and  place  work 
under  bit.  Lower  quill  so  bit  presses  on  center  point 
marked  for  leg  hole.  Lock  quill  in  this  position. 

glue  them  into  a  rectangle.  Only  the  in- 
side dimensions  of  the  rectangle  need  to 
be  accurate. 

While  the  top  is  drying,  turn  the  four 
legs.  Sand  all  turnings  completely  before 
removing  from  the  lathe.  Mark  and  bore 
each  stretcher  hole. 


Pivot  work  until  inside  edges  are  45  degrees  to 
table  edge  and  mark  paper  (left).  Clamp  work  on 
guideline  and  drill  %"  hole  In  this  and  opposite 
corners.  Make  similar  line  for  other  two  holes. 

Next,  bore  the  four  leg  tenon  holes  in 
the  underside  of  the  top.  The  photos 
show  how  to  set  up  the  drill  press.  Mark 
the  V4"  cane  holes  on  the  top  and  bore 
them.  (Note  that  the  spacing  varies  on 
sides  and  ends.)  To  finish,  coimtersink 
each  hole  Vs"  on  the  underside. 


Here's  how  you  do  the  caning  part  of  the  project 


waam 


step  1.  Make  pegs  from  4"  lengths  of  V*"  dowel 
pointed  in  a  pencil  sharpener.  You  will  also  need  an 
awl,  scissors,  glycerine,  water.  After  soaking  cane, 
start  weaving  by  inserting  4"  through  hole  A  and 
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secure  with  a  peg.  Pass  strand  to  the  right,  insert 
through  hole  B,  pull  taut,  and  bring  up  through 
hole  C.  Repeat  back  and  forth  till  all  holes  are  filled. 
Coil  the  excess  cane  at  the  end  for  a  later  step. 


pencil  (White  or  p^k  for  e°  am!,^P^''h '-ght-colored 
wa-nut  and  is  eas^  to  fol^^Z^^^f^r.l 

stool  varies  f  om  t^e  pl^^^^^ 

stretchers  The  /"  ff       Then  turn  the 

small  groove  along  thTt^ZM^Ltt 


a  spokeshave  or  block  nlanp  5 
grains  first)  finish  JnH  •  ^"^ 
final  assembir  ocks  thp  <f.^??-  ^'""^ 
rnake  a  test  assembly.  ' 

Continued 


brfn'g'sUan/towtdru'r  '".'"'^  ^'  P^^' 
taut,  and  brinJo^ThVugh,'^^^^^^^  2,  pu„ 

th.s  way  until  all  holes  are  Sd  as^n  S ^7''''"^ 


-Zn,.Z\  the'  ra"  dr'^of%"''^^^  °'  ^^^-^  ^ 
side  of  those  strung  -ni  ial  v   r?  *°  ^'^^ 

moistened.  Text  givel  ihrsSutionTo  us"'  '''' 
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step  4.  This  is  similar  to  Step  2,  but  this  time  cane 
is  woven  under  Step  1  and  oi'ef  Step  3  strands 
(under  the  strands  below,  over  the  strands  on  top). 
After  weaving  first  four  strands,  pull  entire  length 


through.  Here  again,  strands  are  kept  to  the  side 
of  cane  previously  woven  in  Step  2.  To  arrange  the 
cane  Into  neat  squares,  simply  squeeze  the  strands 
together  with  your  thumb  and  index  finger. 


Step  6.  This  is  the  opposite  of  the  previous  step. 
Strand  runs  under  Steps  1  Efnd  3  strands,  and  over 
those  of  Steps  2  and  4.  Additionally,  it  runs  over 
and  under  the  strand  woven  In  Step  5.  After  com- 


pleting the  caning  operation,  dampen  the  panel 
thoroughly  and  arrange  the  octagonal  holes  uni- 
formly, using  a  peg.  To  keep  the  panel  from  be- 
coming stiff,  wipe  It  occasionally  with  a  damp  cloth. 


The  finish.  The  original  shows  neither 
wear  nor  distress  marks.  The  principal 
signs  of  age  are  the  craze  marks  in  the 
varnish.  To  give  the  stool  a  finish  that 
would  take  scuffing  from  shoes,  I  filled 
the  open-grain  walnut  and -applied  satin- 
fini^  polyurethane  varnish  to  all  the  wood 
surfaces. 

Caning  the  top.   Experts  say  a  small 


rectangle  such  as  this  is  the  simplest 
caning  job  you  can  tackle.  After  doing 
it,  I  agree.  The  photo  sequence  gives 
the  steps. 

To  start,  select  a  long  strand  and  snip 
the  end  to  a  point.  Next,  soak.it  for  about 
10  minutes  in  a  solution  of  three  table- 
spoonfuls  of  glycerine,  mixed  with  two 
cups  of  water.  Two  tricks  I  learned:  (1) 
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step  5.  Care  is  needed  here.  Woven  diagonally  the 
strand  passes  over  the  cane  placed  in  Steps  1  and  3 
and  under  those  strung  in  Steps  2  and  4.  Starting 
at  the  upper  right-hand  corner,  weave  over  two 


under  two,  across  the  panel.  At  the  opposite  corner 
rnsert  strand  into  hole  6,  pull  it  taut,  and  bring  it 
up  through  hole  3.  Using  the  same  method,  you 
now  weave  back  to  the  starting  point 


Step  7.  In  binding,  one  strand  on  top  serves  as  a 
border;  a  longer  strand  under  the  seat  passes  up 
each  hole  and  back  down  into  the  same  hole  to 
form  a  binding-holding  loop.  Repeat  the  process 

have  another  strand  soaking  while  you 
work;  and  (2)  to  keep  dampened  cane 
pliable  overnight,  store  it  in  a  plastic  bag. 

Keep  the  smooth,  rounded  side  of  the 
cane  up  and  prevent  the  strands  from 
twistmg,  particularly  as  you  weave  on 
the  underside  and  through  the  holes  A 
final  hint:  Don't  overtighten  the  cane  in 
the  first  four  steps-just  pull  it  snug.  BB 
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around  the  cane  perimeter,  securing  the  continuous 
piece  of  binding  at  each  hole.  Keep  loops  taut  so 
cane  doesn't  slide  back.  When  back  at  start,  tuck 
last  Yz    of  strand  under  starting  end. 

Flop  the  stool  and,  after  dampening  the  loose  ends 
tie  each  with  a  half-hitch  knot.  Pull  knot  taut  and 
trim.  As  cane  dries  It  stretches  and  tightens 


